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E.O. 11652: XGDS-4 

TAGS: EAIR BM HK CH LA TH VM 

SUBJECT: BURMESE AIRWAYS CORPORATION SEEKS NEW AIR ROUTE 

REF: 76 RANGOON 4097 

1 . A BURMESE DIPLOMAT TOLD US JULY 20 THAT THE BURMESE 
GOVERNMENT CONTINUES TO BE INTERESTED IN OPENING A 

REGULAR BURMA AIRWAYS CORPORATION (BAC) ROUTE WITH 
STOPS IN VIENTIANE, HANOI, HONG KONG AND CANTON. 

ORIGINATING AND PERMIN ATING IN RANGOON (AS REPORTED 
REFTEL). HE SAID THAT THUS FAR ONLY THE BRITISH IN 
HONG KONG REFUSED TO ACCEPT THE ROUTE, NOTING THAT 
HANOI AGREED TO SUCH A ROUTE DURING TALKS WITH A 
BURMESE DELEGATION WHICH VISITED HANOI AT THE END OF 
1976. 
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2. HE SAID THAT THE LPDR HAS PRESSED THE BURMESE 
GOVERNMENT TO ESTABLISH REGULAR BAC FLIGHTS BETWEEN 
VIENTIANE AND RANGOON. THE DIPLOMAT SAID THAT HIS 
GOVERNMENT IS RELUCTANT TO DO THIS SINCE IT BELIEVES 
THAT SUCH A ROUTE WOULD BE UNPROFITABLE. 
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3. COMMENT: CURRENTLY, ONLY AIR VIETNAM AND AEROFLOT 
FLY INTO VIENTIANE, LINKING VIENTIANE WITH HANOI AND 
RANGOON RESPECTIVELY. AN ADDITIONAL REGULAR CARRIER 
SERVICE WOULD REDUCE EMEWHAT PRESSURE ON THE LAO TO 
COME TO TERMS WITH THAI AIRWAYS OVER REOPENING OF 
REGULAR BANGKOK- VIENTIANE AIR SERVICE. 

CORCORAN 
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